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Wild Up’s L.A. Composer Series at Sierra Madre Playhouse 
Spotlights Grammy-Winning Cellist Mia Barcia-Colombo in 
Dynamic Solo Program of World Premieres and Contemporary Works

Saturday November 15, 2025, 7:30 PM, at Sierra Madre Playhouse

Program Includes Premieres by Patrick Shiroishi and Thomas Kotscheff; 
Ted Hearne’s Lobby Music; M.A. Tiesenga’s Solar Winds; Alyssa Weinberg’s Prayer; 
and the Third Movement from Bach’s Cello Suite No 2 in D Minor

(Sierra Madre, CA – October 14, 2025) Wild Up, in partnership with Sierra Madre Playhouse, continues its L.A. Composer Series with Grammy-winning cellist Mia Barcia-Colombo featured on a solo program that celebrates the cutting edge of contemporary music and the expressive power of the cello, on Saturday, November 15, 2025, at Sierra Madre Playhouse. World premieres by Patrick Shiroishi and Thomas Kotscheff anchor the ambitious program.

Shiroishi, a Japanese American multi-instrumentalist and prolific composer, “approaches sound as a living archive, a vessel that captures fragments of time and lived histories” (The Line of Best Fit). Kotscheff, who “merges musical worlds” (San Francisco Classical Voice), is a composer and pianist whose works have been performed Seattle Symphony, The Riot Ensemble, Sandbox Percussion, Lyris Quartet, HOCKET, and the Aspen Contemporary Ensemble, among others.

In addition to the two world premieres, Barcia-Colombo performs Ted Hearne’s Lobby Music for solo cello and electronics and Solar Winds by M.A. Tiesenga, a composer, visual artist, sound artist, multi-instrumentalist who uses expanded notation systems as inquiries into new sonic and relational possibilities. Also featured are Alyssa Weinberg’s Prayer, inspired by Iraq War veteran Kevin Powers’ debut novel Yellow Birds, and the third movement, Courante, from JS Bach’s, Cello Suite No 2 in D Minor.




Barcia-Colombo is a Los Angeles based cellist whose eclectic performance career spans multiple music industries. As a champion of new music, she performs contemporary and commissioned works as a member of the Grammy-nominated ensemble Wild Up, as well as Brightwork New Music, and the LA Phil’s Green Umbrella series. Barcia-Colombo also serves as a regular substitute cellist with the Los Angeles Philharmonic, where she has performed numerous concerts under the batons of renowned conductors such as Gustavo Dudamel, Esa-Pekka Salonen, Thomas Ades, John Adams, Michael Tilson Thomas, and Zubin Mehta. She enjoys a multifaceted career as a freelance orchestral, chamber, pit, and studio cellist. Barcia-Colombo has recorded and performed with such notable artists as Bjork, The Beatles, Billie Eilish, Ariana Grande, and Bad Bunny, and can be found on soundtracks of Avatar: The Way of Water, Disney’s Oscar-winning animated feature Encanto, and the 2021 remake of West Side Story. Barcia-Colombo is also a principal cellist of the genre-bending group Nu Deco Ensemble in Miami, Florida. 

The sonic adventure is part of Wild Up’s series spotlighting living composers working in Los Angeles. Wild Up is “L.A.’s transformative new music chamber orchestra and collective…founded 15 years ago by Christopher Rountree with a seemingly limitless collection of inventive ideas for bringing classical music into the 21st century and beyond” (Los Angeles Times).

For tickets ($12-$35) and information, please call 626.355.4318 or visit www.sierramadreplayhouse.org. Sierra Madre Playhouse is located at 87 West Sierra Madre Boulevard, Sierra Madre, CA 91024.

ABOUT SIERRA MADRE PLAYHOUSE
Sierra Madre Playhouse, a vibrant Southern California cultural hub with a rich history spanning a century, energizes audiences and the community with distinctive theatrical productions and captivating live performances. Hailed as a “jewel” (Pasadena Weekly) and “a landmark theater” (ABC7 Los Angeles), the performing arts center has garnered tremendous accolades for its varied repertoire and thought-provoking education and outreach programs curated with social impact in mind. The Los Angeles Times proclaims, “This is theater from the heart.” As one of San Gabriel Valley’s only performing arts center presenting a broad spectrum of performance genres, including theater, music, dance, film, comedy, and family-friendly productions featuring eminent local and national professional artists, the treasured artistic beacon draws audiences from across the Southland. The intimate 99-seat Sierra Madre Playhouse offers an up-close and personal connection to performances that resonate deeply, earning multiple Ovation Awards, NAACP Awards, and LA Times Critics' Choice honors. It is nestled into a historic building on the inviting Main Street of Sierra Madre, a charming village in the foothills of the San Gabriel Mountains. Retaining its distinctive movie theater façade and instantly recognizable marquee, the structure has undergone numerous transformations since opening in 1910, from furniture emporium to silent movie theatre to the artistic institution that now stands as a vibrant embodiment of the region’s rich cultural legacy. The Sierra Madre Playhouse fosters creativity that aspires to bridge divides and spark dialogue, all while celebrating the rich tapestry of the American experience and the enduring pursuit of shared understanding. 


EDITORS, PLEASE NOTE:

WHAT:
Sierra Madre Playhouse Presents Music @ the Playhouse: Wild Up L.A. Composer Series Features Grammy-Winning Cellist Mia Barcia-Colombo on a Program World Premieres and Contemporary Works for Solo Cello

ARTISTS:
Mia Barcia-Colombo, cello

PROGRAM:
TED HEARNE Lobby Music
PATRICK SHIROISHI title TBA (World Premiere)
M.A. TIESENGA Solar Winds
JS BACH III. Courante, Cello Suite No 2 in D Minor
THOMAS KOTSCHEFF title TBA (World Premiere)
ALYSSA WEINBERG Prayer

WHEN:
Saturday, November 15, 2025, 7:30 PM 

WHERE:
Sierra Madre Playhouse 
87 West Sierra Madre Boulevard
Sierra Madre, CA 91024

TICKETS AND INFORMATION:
[bookmark: _heading=h.1fob9te]$12-$35
(626) 355-4318
www.sierramadreplayhouse.org
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